
Our departmental visions will allow the academy 
vision to be fully realised.  

Our Curriculum Vision 

Curriculum: from the Latin ‘currere’, 
meaning race or course on which a race 
is run; often used to describe the 
movement of a chariot: suggesting dynamism, 
movement and most importantly, journeying.


Our curriculum is a vehicle, it is the way in 
which our students move on a journey 
towards expertise.


The vision for our curriculum is to provide 
students with a dynamic journey of learning, 
guiding and supporting them to progress from 
novice to expert.


 


The Language of our Curriculum 

The Purpose of our Curriculum

Intent 
What do we want to achieve through our curriculum? 
The way our curriculum is planned, constructed and 

designed.

Implementation 
How is our curriculum delivered? What does it look and feel 

like in our classrooms? 
Pedagogy, Teaching and Assessment. 

Impact 
What impact does our curriculum have on our students? 

How does it support the development of expertise, 
knowledge, progress, attainment and destinations. 

Intent

Big Idea The journey through the curriculum, what is the big idea 
that expertise will be developed in over a particular 
period of time e.g. to become an expert in Medieval 
history.

Core 
Concepts

The core concepts we want to expose our students to 
throughout their curriculum journey. Core concepts are 
the high-leverage topics, themes and ideas that are 
particularly important in a subject or discipline. 

Threshold 
Concepts

Those ideas considered as a portal, opening up a new 
and previously inaccessible way of thinking about 
something. This process often creates moments of 
intellectual or emotional difficulty and is linked to passing 
through a conceptual threshold- once through you are 
able to continue on the paths to subject mastery. 

Expertise A high level of proficiency or knowledge in a particular 
field. Students develop expertise through depth of 
learning. 

Sequencing 
 

A carefully planned order of events in which related 
things follow each other; we talk about sequences of 
lessons that are carefully constructed to follow on from 
each other.

Knowledge 
Organisers

A retrieval strategy in the form of an A4 grid that 
contains linchpin facts and ideas that need to be 
remembered to become an expert in a discreet topic 
within the curriculum.

Implementation

Pedagogy  The method and practice of teaching, encompassing teaching 
styles, feedback and assessment. The craft of the classroom and 
how we allow the curriculum to become alive.

Cognition The mental process involved in knowing, understanding and 
learning.

Metacognition The was learners monitor and purposefully direct their learning. It 
is about planning how to undertake a task, then cognitively 
undertaking that activity, while monitoring the strategy to check 
progress, then evaluating the overall success.

Retrieval Linked to a learning strategy where the focus is getting the 
information out. During this process we recall information back to 
our minds.

Memory Working memory- retains the elements needed in the brain to 
carry out a certain tasks. Working memory is characterised by its 
small capacity. It can hold 4-5 elements of new information at one 
time. 
Long Term Memory- where knowledge is held indefinitely. When 
items are first presented they enter the working memory, but due 
to its limited space, as new items enter, older ones are pushed 
out. Each time an item in short term memory is deliberately 
practiced, it is strengthened in long-term memory.

Cognitive Load The theory states that learning is hampered when working 
memory capacity is exceeded in any given task.

Impact

Formative 
Assessment

Monitors student learning. Its aim is to use 
information gained to adapt teaching and allow 
students to move their learning forwards 
through high impact feedback.

Summative 
Assessment

Aims to evaluate students learning at the end of 
an instructional unit by comparing it against a 
standard or benchmark. It is a measure of student 
learning. 

Declarative knowledge - ‘to know that’ 
the facts, concepts, rules. It just sits there 
and waits to be of service. 
Procedural knowledge - ’to know how 
to’ produces action, how to perform the 
steps in a process.

PCK- Pedagogical Content Knowledge: a type of 
knowledge unique to teachers, and is based on the manner 
in which teachers relate their pedagogical knowledge (what 
they know about teaching) to their subject 
matter knowledge (what they know about 
what they teach).  
Pedagogical content knowledge is a form of 
knowledge that makes science teachers 

Interleaving  
Switch between ideas 
during a study session. 
One idea shouldn’t be 
studied for too long. 

Go back over the 
ideas again in 
different orders to 
strengthen 
understanding.

Retrieval Practice is when we ask 
students to recall previously learnt 
information. Taking a memory test not only 
assesses what they know, but also 
enhances later retention, 
a well-known 
psychological 
phenomenon known as 
the testing effect. People 
remember things better if 
they are asked. to recall 

Dual Coding-The process of combining verbal materials with visual materials. There are 
many ways to visually represent material: infographics, timelines, cartoon strips, diagrams, 
graphic organisers. When you have the same information in two formats – words and 
visuals – it gives you two ways of remembering the information later on. The ability to code 
a stimulus verbally and visually (dual coding) increases the chances of remembering it.


