
Welcome to our Christmas 2025
Newsletter

Dear Parent/Carer
 
We have had so many incredible events
and learning experiences running in our
academy over the Autumn term, and we
are very proud to share some of the
highlights of these with you. 
This term has seen a whole host of
amazing activities, from inter-form
Dodgeball to our Great Christmas Bake
Off, we've appointed a record number of
student leaders across all year groups,
created our student Wellbeing
Ambassadors team and, of course, held
our annual spectacular Christmas
Concert. 
It is a privilege to be able to share with you
some of the work and achievements of our
wonderful students in our newsletter.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank
all parents for their continued support and
wish you a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. 
 
We look forward to seeing everyone in
January. 
 
Rebecca Shaw
Headteacher
Co-op Academy Failsworth



Term dates

Last Day of Term
ALL DAY

19
December

Start of New Term
ALL DAY

05
January

What's been going on at Failsworth this
term...

Christmas Concert 2025

https://www.failsworth.coopacademies.co.uk/calendar/?viewid=1&calid=1&pid=7&event=502
https://www.failsworth.coopacademies.co.uk/calendar/?viewid=1&calid=1&pid=7&event=502
https://www.failsworth.coopacademies.co.uk/calendar/?viewid=1&calid=1&pid=7&event=504
https://www.failsworth.coopacademies.co.uk/calendar/?viewid=1&calid=1&pid=7&event=504


Tuesday 9th December saw the
Academy's annual Christmas concert
featuring all the school's ensembles and
soloist talent. There was also a huge raffle
where monies made went directly to our
two charities, the Community Fridge and
our Uniform Exchange scheme.  Featured
pictures include singer soloists Luca
Dudson and Ben Newberry who sang 'We
Are Walking in the Air'. Arian Pourmousa is
featured on the piano, playing music by
Einaudi. There are pictures of some other
ensembles, including the KS3 Rock Band,
Wind band and Guitar ensemble.

A wonderful night was had by all.





Great Christmas Bake Off



Our Year 8 students took part in our Yule
Log bake-off challenge. 

Each team had 10 minutes to design their
cake, and 40 minutes to create it. 
They were up against the toughest judges
in the business – our canteen staff!

After a tough deliberation, 8J were
crowned the winners! Here they are posing
with their masterpiece. 

Well done to everybody taking part! 



 #ItsWhatWeDo #ShowYouCare #SucceedTogether

Career Events This Term



September 2025:

Year 11

Final Year 11 Varsity – Students from Year 11 go to Oldham Sixth form to
attend ‘taster’ classes about what their A-Levels would look like.

 

Year 11 Mega Day – AI-centred event at Oldham College sees students
undertake a little project to help improve lives through the use of AI.

October 2025:

Year 10

Year 10 KPMG Visit – Year 10 Students went to the KPMG building in Central
Manchester and had to create an app that would assist a hospital in its
operations. 

 

Scattered throughout, we have had multiple college talks and visits from
colleges such as Oldham College, Tameside & Clarendon, Xaverian
and Hopwood Hall.

November 2025:

Year 9, 10 & 11

Young Person’s Careers Event – Year 9 students – Oldham Council organised
a ‘Careers Fair’ event just for school students throughout the borough, and it
was highly praised by our students, who asked us when such an event would
take place again!

 

We held highly successful mock interviews for our Year 11 students with
over 20 employers coming to our academy to interact with our students in an
‘interview’ style environment.

 

NHS: An event for young people – Year 10 students went to an amazing event
centred around the medical departments of Midwifery, Gynaecology,
Pharmacy, Physiotherapy, Speech & Language Therapy, The Northern



Contraception and Sexual Health Clinic. However, our students were very
excited to return home with casts from their Orthopaedic department
complete with stories of their newly found ‘injuries’.

 

December 2025:

Year 10 & 11

Year 10 Gateways at the University of Manchester – this cohort of students
spent the day learning about the requirements to enter university, as well as
a campus tour! 

 

Year 10 Oldham Sixth Form Varsity Program Trip – our top Year 10 students
that are aiming high for their academic achievements, were invited to attend
taster sessions of ‘A-level’ style classes to prepare them for the educational
step-up they are aiming for.

 

Year 11 Gateways Graduation Ceremony at the University of Manchester –
celebrating achievements is important. So to wrap up the efforts of students
in the Year 11 cohort group, students were invited to attend this celebration
of their successes as well as gain crucial information about applying to the
University of Manchester itself! 

We are planning some new trips to different universities, so look out for your
invite!

September – Year 11 MEGA Day



October – Year 10 KPMG Visit

November – Year 9 – Young Persons Career Event



December – Year 10 - Gateways Event at the University
of Manchester

December – Year 11 – Gateways Graduation Ceremony



Co-op Failsworth Academy Dance Event



On Thursday 11th December, pupils from Years 7-10 took part in 'Gotta Dance' Oldham
where they showcased solo and duet performances! George Eyre Year 10 won 1st place
for an amazing jazz solo, with Isabelle Booth being awarded 2nd place for a fabulous
contemporary solo. All pupils represented the academy with such pride and confidence.
Well done everyone!



Available Support Around and About Over the Festive
Period

KOOTH & QWELL Support

As we approach the festive season
we would like to share a reminder to all
students, staff, parents & carers that
support is available all over the Christmas
holidays. Please see our live chat hours
below.



Other Support









Attendance Matters

Thank you for your continued support with
our Attendance Drive this term. We would
like to take this opportunity to remind you
of some of our Attendance Protocols:

All students should arrive by 8:15am each
day to ensure they are at their registration
room in time to get their morning mark for
8:20am. Arrival at school after 8:20am will
result in a late mark and detention.
If students arrive after 9:05am, they will
lose their morning mark and get a U (Late)
code. This will affect their attendance
percentage and could result in Fixed
Penalty Notices from the Local Authority.

If your child is poorly and not fit to attend
school, please ring the school absence line
before 8:20am on the day of absence and
our attendance team will take further
details from you. This line is manned from
7:30am but, if there is no answer, please
leave a message on our 24-hour voicemail
service and this will be retrieved as soon
as possible. Please note we must hear
from parents/carers every day of a
student’s absence by phone for
safeguarding reasons.

We would like to remind parents that, if
possible, medical appointments should be
made outside of school hours as this will
impact on your child's attendance
percentage. If your child does have an
appointment during school time, it is
expected that they will attend school
around the appointment and not take a day
or afternoon off. You can send evidence of
any appointments to our email address
below.

Please also be aware that any student that
has three or more days of absence
(whether authorised or not) will receive a
home visit conducted by the Attendance
Team. These are courtesy Safe and Well
visits and are conducted as part of our
Attendance Policy.

We hope you have a restful break and look
forward to welcoming students back in
January 2026.

Contact Us
To report an absence, please call the absence line on 0161 688 3900 (Option 1).
Please send any attendance queries, holiday requests and/or medical evidence to our
email address.




