
Getting Ready for Year 11 
and GCSEs

Year 11 Mock Exams, Homework, Independent Study 
and Revision Skills

Achieving Excellence Together



80% of students gaining 
a grade 5 or better in 
their GCSEs did at least 
5+ hours of 
independent 
study/homework each 
week 

90% of students gaining 
grade 8 and 9 in their 
GCSEs did at least 10+ 
hours of independent 
study/homework each 
week 

Embracing Change: 
New challenges- in Year 
11 there will be lots. Are 
you going to step up?

Personal Growth: Are 
you going to embrace 
the skills and 
knowledge required for 
success?

Future Focused: Do you 
have the highest of 
aspirations for yourself?

Forging Relationships:  
Are you going to work 
in partnership with your 
teachers to fulfil your 
potential?



WHY?



Year 11 
● In Year 11, your child will be expected to know more and 

remember more. 
● The pressure will increase. We want to prepare them for this.
● We want them to have all the tools they need to be successful 

and reduce stress and anxiety. 
● Help them develop strong revision skills and study habits so 

that when they sit their GCSEs, they feel confident and can 
succeed. 

● Year 11 is difficult; it requires them to work hard and study 
more. They will only achieve the grades they deserve if they 
put the hours in. 



The next phase- Year 11
This point forward now becomes critical
● Year 11s need to start to think about GCSE 

exams- they are now a reality.
● They need to think about how they will prepare.
● We have asked them: ‘What do I need to do/stop 

doing in order to secure the very best exam 
results this time next year?’



The Year Ahead…
By now they should have or will be….
● Met Miss Farnworth for a 1 to 1 Careers Interview- due to finish in 

November
● Visited at least 2 colleges for a taster day/open evenings - Use the 

careers briefings via email for dates
● Started to think about which pathway is most suitable for them to 

follow Post-16 - Our personal development programme will help
● Know what the entry requirements are for the pathway they wish 

to follow
● Apprenticeships - Grade 4 in English and Maths
● Understand there are resits potential in college
● Set up a personal email account which is checked regularly



Year 11 Mock Exams
● Mock exams will take start on Wednesday 30th September 

They will sit mocks under exam conditions for each of the 
subjects that they study. We expect the highest of standards 
from them as a year group- Exam Conditions

● How well they prepare will determine how well they do
● We will work with your child to show them multiple methods of 

how to revise. This is the thing that most students tell us they do 
not feel confident with.

● Regular retrieval practice helps to commit knowledge, facts, 
quotes etc to long-term memory. This means that this becomes 
easier and quicker to retrieve and use. 



Year 11 Mocks
Week 1

31st 
August

Week 2
7th 

September

Week 3
14th 

September

Week 4
21st

September

Week 5 
28th

September

Week 6
5th 

October

Week 7
12th 

October

Mocks 
Exams 
Begin

Mocks 
Exams 

Mocks
Exams

Week 18
27th 

January

Week 19
3rd

February

Week 20
10th 

February

Mocks 
Exams 
Begin

Mocks
Exams

Mocks
Exams13 weeks until 

Mock 2 starts

1 week until Mock 
1 starts on 

Wednesday 30th 
September





Why? 
• From this point forward everything your child 

does is really important – it all matters. 
• They need to make the most of their time! 
• It all goes very quickly and they need to 

make every minute matter. 



What should their days look like?

• Your child spends a lot of their time in school – 
about 6 hours a day. 

• They will, on average, have between 1 and 2 
hours homework per night, if not more. 

• Therefore, each night they will need to ensure 
that some time is set aside to work on homework. 

• They will also need to build in some time for 
revision



What should their days look like?

• Your child spends a lot of their time in school – 
about 6 hours a day. 

• They will, on average, have between 1 and 2 
hours homework per night, if not more. 

• Therefore, each night they will need to ensure 
that some time is set aside to work on homework. 

• They will also need to build in some time for 
revision



Commitment to good study habits 
• Homework set in week 2, Checked week 3, Sanction week 4

Student will attend a homework detention at lunchtime if they 
miss any pieces of homework.



Trusted Techniques







Flash Cards
● One of the best revision tools
● Question or Keyword on one side
● Answer or definition on the other
● Important to use them correctly



Topic based
• You will use both sides of the flashcard for this one.

• Use a highlighter to pick out key information – facts, figures, dates and names.

3.1.1.3 
Weather 
hazards

In the top left or top right 
corner, the overall topic 

name; link this to the 
specification

This will make it easier to 
sort and pick out the right 

one from a pile.

SIDE 
A

Tropical storm example:
the effects of Typhoon Haiyan (2013)

A large, bold and 
underlined title – make it 

specific and link this to the 
specification

SOCIAL:
• 6,343 people were killed.
• 1.9 million made homeless.
• In the city of Tacloban, 

widespread looting took 
place in the days following 
the typhoon.

ECONOMIC:
• $4.55 billion in 

damages.
• 6 million workers lost 

their sources of 
income.

• Tacloban's city airport 
was severely damaged, 
affecting business and 
tourism.

• 30,000 fishing boats 
destroyed.

ENVIRONMENTAL:
• 71,000 hectares of farmland 

were affected.

• Flooding knocked over 
Power Barge 103 causing an 
oil spill affecting mangrove 
ecosystems.

Relevant (brief) case study 
information divided into 
relevant categories, such 
as social, economic and 

environmental in 
Geography.

Some people find 
dual-coding useful: after 
you’ve written down a 

piece of information, draw 
a quick sketch or symbol 
which may trigger your 

memory during revision or 
in an exam.



• You will use both sides of the flashcard for this one.

• Use a highlighter to pick out key information – facts, figures, dates and names.

3.1.1.3 
Weather 
hazards

In the top left or top right 
corner, the overall topic 

name; link this to the 
specification 

This will make it easier to 
sort and pick out the right 

one from a pile.

SIDE 
B

Tropical storm example:
responses to Typhoon Haiyan (2013)

A large, bold and 
underlined title – make it 

specific and link this to the 
specification

IMMEDIATE RESPONSES:

• XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
• XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
• XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

LONG-TERM RESPONSES:

• XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
• XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
• XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
• XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
• XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX Relevant (brief) case study 

information divided into 
relevant categories, such 
as social, economic and 

environmental in 
Geography.

Topic based







Diagram centred
• You will use both sides of the flashcard for this one.

• Use a highlighter to pick out key information – facts, figures, dates and names.

3.1.3.2 
Coastal 

landscapes

In the top left or top right 
corner, the overall topic 

name; link this to the 
specification

This will make it easier to 
sort and pick out the right 

one from a pile.

Your chosen diagram drawn 
clearly in the middle.

The numbers will be used 
on the other side to help 

describe the diagram.

Stack formation

A large, bold and 
underlined title – make it 

specific and link this to the 
specification 

SIDE 
A

1
2

3 4 5



Diagram centred
• You will use one side of the flashcard for this one.

• Use a highlighter to pick out key information – facts, figures, dates and names.

3.1.3.2 
Coastal 

landscapes

In the top left or top right 
corner, the overall topic 

name; link this to the 
specification 

This will make it easier to 
sort and pick out the right 

one from a pile.

Descriptive or explanatory 
statement which help to 

make sense of the diagram.

Stack formation

A large, bold and 
underlined title – make it 

specific and link this to the 
specification 

SIDE 
B

1. xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
2. xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
3. xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
4. xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
5. xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx







Exam question/answer
• Use a highlighter to pick out key information – facts, figures, dates and names.

• This should be done for questions which are very likely to come up in this format.

3.1.1.3 
Weather 
hazards

In the top left or top right 
corner, the overall topic 

name; link this to the 
specification 

This will make it easier to 
sort and pick out the right 

one from a pile.

Explain the formation of a gorge
(4 marks)

Gorges are steep-sided valleys formed by retreating waterfalls. Waterfalls are 
erosional landforms formed in the upper course of the river as water flows over hard, 
more resistant rock underlain by soft rock – this leads to differential 
erosion……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
….

The question you want to 
cover: either use past 

papers to find these or 
make them up (and check 
them with your teacher!)

Here you write your 
‘perfect answers’ using 

exam feedback from your 
teacher, the mark scheme 

and other resources.

Make sure it is not too 
perfect – you will only have 
a limited time in exams so 
include only that which is 
necessary and don’t go 

over the top!





Q&A focused
• You will use both sides of the flashcard for this one.

• These can be used by your parents or friends to help test you!

3.1.2.2 
Tropical 

rainforests

In the top left or top right 
corner, the overall topic 

name; link this to the 
specification 

This will make it easier to 
sort and pick out the right 

one from a pile.

SIDE 
A

The causes of rainforest deforestation 

A large, bold and 
underlined title – make it 

specific and link this to the 
specification

1. What is logging?
2. Which industry has been mostly to blame for logging in 

Malaysia?
3. What percent of Malaysia’s rainforest is being removed due 

to logging? In which two states does this happen most?
4. Explain why mining occurs in Malaysia’s rainforests.
5. How much of the world’s palm oil production is within 

Malaysia and Indonesia?

Five to six short-answer 
questions to help you recall 

useful information. You 
should be able to answer 

the question in one 
sentence at most.



Q&A focused
• You will use both sides of the flashcard for this one.

• These can be used by your parents or friends to help test you!

3.1.2.2 
Tropical 

rainforest
s

In the top left or top right 
corner, the overall topic 

name; link this to the 
specification 

This will make it easier to 
sort and pick out the right 

one from a pile.

SIDE 
B

The causes of rainforest deforestation
(answers) 

A large, bold and 
underlined title – make it 

specific and link this to the 
specification 

1. Logging is the activity or business of felling trees and cutting and preparing the 
timber.

2. Malaysia’s plywood industry.
3. 80% of Malaysia’s rainforest are destroyed for logging purposes an and this 

happens mainly in Sabah and Sarawak.
4. Sabah and Sarawak hold 99% of Malaysia’s 1.7 billion tons of coal deposits. Borneo 

also holds rich metal and mineral resources, including tin, copper, gold, silver, coal, 
diamonds, and different types of sand and stone. 

5. Malaysia and Indonesia account for over 90 per cent of the world's total oil palm 
production area.

The answers





Mind Maps

● Lots of benefits to these
● Often called graphic 

organisers
● Helpful when beginning 

to look at a subject
● Can be a good retrieval 

practice task



Revision Clocks

● Simple way to organise 
revision of a question or a 
topic

● Divide it up into several 
different areas

● Write what you can 
remember

● Top up the information in a 
different colour after 
looking at notes



Cornell Notes



Past Papers
● Available on the Padlet or on 

AQA/Pearson websites
● One of the best tools
● Good practice to complete 

one or two questions on a 
topic once revision has been 
done

● Each past paper comes with 
marking instructions

● We don’t mind marking them



Padlet- Revision for All Subjects, Created by our Teachers

https://padlet.com/rebeccashaw8/co2026-co-op-academy-failsworth-year-11-revision-materials-isrpgf72we13dv6u




80% of students 
gaining a grade 
5 or better in 
their GCSEs did 
at least 5+ hours 
of independent 
study/homework 
each week 

90% of students 
gaining grade 8 
and 9 in their 
GCSEs did at 
least 10+ hours 
of independent 
study/homework 
each week 



Miss Brodrick: 
rachael.brodrick@coopacademies.co.uk


