Getting Ready for Year 11
and GCSEs

Year 11 Mock Exams, Homework, Independent Study
and Revision Skills




Embracing Change:
New challenges- in Year
11 there will be lots. Are
you going to step up?

80% of students gaining
a grade 5 or better in
their GCSEs did at least
5+ hours of
independent
study/homework each
week

Future Focused: Do you
have the highest of
aspirations for yourself?

Show you
care

Co-operation
| encourage co-operation between students to
promote trust, mutual-respect and support.

Driving innovation
| embrace changes, technology and new ways of
working responsibly.

Speaking up
| speak up and encourage others to do the same,
in order to promote a culture of acceptance and
inclusion.

Do what
matters most

Vision and values
| am passionate about the vision and the values of
the academy and | demonstrate them inside and
outside of the academy.

Future focussed
| think about the future. | have high aspirations for
myself and others.

School improvement
| am a driving force to make sure that my school
moves forward. | am mindful that my behaviour and
actions have an impact on others.

o ensure that

| do what | can
everyone can be their very

best.

Be yourself,
always

Personal growth
| will develop my own skills and knowledge to
benefit me and my fellow students.

Communication
| talk openly and honestly about myself.

Inclusive
| show an active interest in other people’s views,
backgrounds, beliefs and cultures.

_Personal Growth: Are
you going to embrace
the skills and
knowledge required for
success?

90% of students gaining
grade 8 and 9 in their
GCSEs did at least 10+
hours of independent
study/homework each
week

Forging Relationships:
Are you going to work
in partnership with your
teachers to fulfil your
potential?




WHY??



In Year 11, your child will be expected to know more and
remember more.

The pressure will increase. We want to prepare them for this.
We want them to have all the tools they need to be successful
and reduce stress and anxiety.

Help them develop strong revision skills and study habits so
that when they sit their GCSEs, they feel confident and can
succeed.

Year 11 is difficult; it requires them to work hard and study
more. They will only achieve the grades they deserve if they
put the hours in.



This point forward now becomes critical

e Year 11s need to start to think about GCSE
exams- they are now a reality.

e They need to think about how they will prepare.

e \We have asked them:



By now they should have or will be....

Met Miss Farnworth for a 1 to 1 Careers Interview- due to finish in
November

Visited at least 2 colleges for a taster day/open evenings - Use the
careers briefings via email for dates

Started to think about which pathway is most suitable for them to
follow Post-16 - Our personal development programme will help
Know what the entry requirements are for the pathway they wish
to follow

Apprenticeships - Grade 4 in English and Maths

Understand there are resits potential in college

Set up a personal email account which is checked regularly



Mock exams will take start on Wednesday 30th September
They will sit mocks under exam conditions for each of the
subjects that they study. We expect the highest of standards
from them as a year group- Exam Conditions

How well they prepare will determine how well they do

We will work with your child to show them multiple methods of
how to revise. This is the thing that most students tell us they do
not feel confident with.

Regular retrieval practice helps to commit knowledge, facts,
quotes etc to long-term memory. This means that this becomes
easier and quicker to retrieve and use.



Year 11 Mocks

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7

31st 7th 14th 21st 28th 5th 12th
August September | September | September September October October

Week 18 Week 19 Week 20 1 week until Mock

27th 3rd 10th 1 starts on
January February February Wednesday 30th
. Mocks Mocks September
13 weeks until Exams Exams

Mock 2 starts




Year 11 Mock Exam Timetable
Wed 30 Sept - Fri 16 Oct

£
Date Reg, Period 1 & 2 ; Period 3 & 4 H Period 5 | Period 6
Period $§ & 6
Wed 30 English Language (Paper 1) History
Sept 1Hr 45 (Paper 1A America)
1 Hr
Thur 4 Maths (Paper 1) Geography |
Oct (Non-calculator) (Paper 1 & 2 mixed)
1Hr 30 1Hr 30
Science 1 &R
Fri2 Biology - 1Hr 45
(F) = 1Hr 20 (H) - 1Hr 45
Oct CWN“('&E':":“;)' 1Hr 16 (Sports Hall / Classrooms)
Boost, Perlod 5& 6
Mon 5 English Language (Paper 2) RE - 1Hr 45
Oct 1Hr 45 Drama - 1Hr 45 Sport - 1Hr 15
Citizenship (Paper 1) - 1Hr 45
Crastive Medis Perlod 5 & 6 ‘
Maths (Paper 2) - 1Hr 30 1Hr 30 (Sports Hall) L
Tus § (Calculator) History
Oct 1Hr 30 French - Listening & Reading (Paper 2)
(F) = 1Hr 20 (H) = 1Hr 45 2Hrs
(Classrooms) |
Wed 7 Hoalth & Social Care - 2Hrs Construction - 1Hr 30 Heuof s 80
oct (Extondod broak) (ICT Rooms) Coraguster Scance (Papse 1)
Science
Thur 8 Chemistry - 1Hr 45 English Literature (Paper 1)
Oct Combined Chemistry - 1Hr 15 50 Mins
(Calculator)
Period §
Fri9 Photography Photography
Oct Child Development — 1Hr 15 (Practical-11B/Pf1 only) (Practical-
118/Pf1 only)
Period 4 | Period 5 & 6
Mon 12 English Literature (Paper 2) graphy [ S (Paper 2)
ot 2Hrs 15 (Paper 3- 1Hr 30
(Extended break) ) & ~1Hr 1§
50 Mins (Calculator)
Maths (Paper 3) = 1Hr 30 Period 5 & 6
Tue 13 Creative Design — 1Hr 30 lrarahin (Do
oct (Caiculator) Hospltality & Catering - 1Hr 20 Chizenship (Paper2)
1Hr 30 1Hr
Sclence Perlod 58 6
Wed 14 Physics - 1Hr 45 French / Spanish Writing Music
Oct Combined Physics - 1Hr 1§ (F)=1Hr (H)=1Hr 15 1Hr 30
(Calculator)
Thur 15 Art Art Bertod
Oct (Practical) (Practical) ® )
Period §
Fri 16 Photography Photography Photography
Oct (Practical-11C/Pf1 only) (Practical-11C/Pf1 only) Practical-11C/P11
only)




* From this point forward everything your child
does is really important — it all matters.

e They need to make the most of their time!

* |t all goes very quickly and they need to
make every minute matter.




Your child spends a lot of their time in school -
about 6 hours a day.

They will, on average, have between 1 and 2
hours homework per night, if not more.
Therefore, each night they will need to ensure
that some time is set aside to work on homework.
They will also need to build in some time for
revision



Your child spends a lot of their time in school -
about 6 hours a day.

They will, on average, have between 1 and 2
hours homework per night, if not more.
Therefore, each night they will need to ensure
that some time is set aside to work on homework.
They will also need to build in some time for
revision



Commitment to good study habits

e Homework set in week 2, Checked week 3, Sanction week 4

Student will attend a homework detention at lunchtime if they
miss any pieces of homework.



Trusted Techniques



Revision Timetable

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
BAM BAM BAM BAM BAM BAM BAM
9AM 9AM 9AM 9AM 9AM 9AM 9AM
10AM 10AM 10AM 10AM 10AM 10AM 10AM
NAM NAM TAM NAM NAM NAM NAM
12PM 12PM 12PM 12PM 12PM 12PM 12PM
1PM M M 1M M 1PM M
2PM 2PM 2PM 2PM 2PM 2PM 2PM
M ®M M ®M M ®M M
4PM 4PM 4PM 4PM 4PM 4PM 4PM
SPM 5PM SPM 5PM SPM SPM 5PM
6PM 6PM 6PM 6PM 6PM 6PM 6PM
™™ ™ ™™ ] ™™ ™M ™M
BPM BPM BPM BPM BPM BPM BPM
9PM 9PM 9PM 9PM 9PM 9PM 9PM
] 10PM 10PM 10PM 10PM 10°M 10°M




Revision Timetable
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One of the best revision tools
Question or Keyword on one side
Answer or definition on the other
Important to use them correctly




Topic based

¢ You will use both sides of the flashcard for this one.

* Use a highlighter to pick out key information — facts, figures, dates and names.

In the top left or top right
corner, the overall topic
name; link this to the
specification

This will make it easier to
sort and pick out the right
one from a pile.

Some people find
dual-coding useful: after
you've written down a
piece of information, draw
a quick sketch or symbol
which may trigger your
memory during revision or
in an exam.

A large, bold and
underlined title — make it
specific and link this to the
specification

Relevant (brief) case study
information divided into
relevant categories, such
as social, economic and

environmental in
Geography.




Topic based

¢ You will use both sides of the flashcard for this one.

* Use a highlighter to pick out key information - facts, figures, dates and names.

A large, bold and

underlined title - make it
specific and link this to the
specification

In the top left or top right
corner, the overall topic
name; link this to the

specification

This will make it easier to
sort and pick out the right
one from a pile.

Relevant (brief) case study
information divided into
relevant categories, such
as social, economic and

environmental in
Geography.










Diagram centred

® You will use both sides of the flashcard for this one.

e Use a highlighter to pick out key information — facts, figures, dates and names.

A large, bold and

underlined title — make it
specific and link this to the
specification

In the top left or top right
corner, the overall topic
name; link this to the
specification

This will make it easier to
sort and pick out the right
one from a pile.

Your chosen diagram drawn
clearly in the middle.

The numbers will be used
on the other side to help
describe the diagram.




Diagram centred

¢ You will use one side of the flashcard for this one.

* Use a highlighter to pick out key information - facts, figures, dates and names.

A large, bold and

underlined title - make it
specific and link this to the
specification

In the top left or top right
corner, the overall topic
name; link this to the

specification

This will make it easier to
sort and pick out the right
one from a pile.

Descriptive or explanatory
statement which help to
make sense of the diagram.










Exam question/answer

* Use a highlighter to pick out key information - facts, figures, dates and names.
* This should be done for questions which are very likely to come up in this format.

In the top left or top right
corner, the overall topic
name; link this to the
specification

This will make it easier to
sort and pick out the right
one from a pile.

The question you want to
cover: either use past
papers to find these or

make them up (and check

them with your teacher!)

Here you write your
‘perfect answers’ using
exam feedback from your
teacher, the mark scheme
and other resources.

Make sure it is not too
perfect — you will only have
a limited time in exams so

include only that which is
necessary and don't go
over the top!
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Q&A focused

¢ You will use both sides of the flashcard for this one.

* These can be used by your parents or friends to help test youl!

A large, bold and
underlined title — make it
specific and link this to the
specification

In the top left or top right
corner, the overall topic
name; link this to the
specification

3

This will make it easier to
sort and pick out the right
one from a pile.

Five to six short-answer
questions to help you recall
useful information. You
should be able to answer
the question in one
sentence at most.




¢ You will use both sides of the flashcard for this one.

* These can be used by your parents or friends to help test youl!

In the top left or top right
corner, the overall topic
name; link this to the
specification

This will make it easier to
sort and pick out the right
one from a pile.

The answers

Q&A focused

A large, bold and
underlined title — make it
specific and link this to the

specification
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e Helpful when beginning

to look at a subject
e Can be a good retrieval

practice task



Simple way to organise
revision of a question or a
topic

Divide it up into several
different areas

Write what you can
remember

Top up the information in a

different colour after
looking at notes
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Available on the Padlet or on AQAH

: GCSE
AQA/Pearson websites e ETGE
One Of the best tOO|S Paper 1 Explorations in creative reading and writing
Good practice to complete Insert
one or two questions on a

Jigs and Reels by Joanne Harris

topic once revision has been
done

An extract from a collection of short stories published in 2004.

Each past paper comes with
marking instructions
We don’t mind marking them

Please turn the page over to see the source



Padlet- Revision for All Subjects, Created by our Teachers
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https://padlet.com/rebeccashaw8/co2026-co-op-academy-failsworth-year-11-revision-materials-isrpgf72we13dv6u
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80% of students
gaining a grade
5 or better in
their GCSEs did
at least 5+ hours
of independent
study/homework
each week

90% of students
gaining grade 8
and 9 in their
GCSEs did at
least 10+ hours
of independent
study/homework
each week



Miss Brodrick:
rachael.brodrick@coopacademies.co.uk



